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The composition of milk, as sold in this country, is controlled
by the Sale of Milk Regulations (1901), issued by the Board of
Agriculture, in which it is directed that "Where a sample of
milk (not being sold as skimmed or separated or condensed
milk) contains less than 3 per cent, of fat, it shall be presumed
.. .that the milk is not genuine by reason of the abstraction
therefrom of milk fat or the addition thereto of water" and
that "Where a sample of milk (not being sold as skimmed,
separated or condensed milk) contains less than 8-5 per cent,
of milk solids other than milk fat, it shall be presumed.. .that
the milk is not genuine by reason of the abstraction therefrom
of milk solids other than milk fat or the addition thereto of
water/' This standard must be regarded as unduly lenient, as
regards the fat content of genuine milk. It is a fact that few
healthy, properly-fed cows will produce milk containing as
little as 3 per cent, of fat. This is recognized in other countries;
as, for example, in the United States of America, where the
fat standard is 3-25 per cent.; in the State of Western Australia,
where the standard is 3-2 per cent.; in Paris, where the stand-
ard is 4-0 per cent.; in Berne, where the standard is 3-5 per
cent.; in New Zealand, where the standard is 3-25 per cent. ;
and in Victoria and Saskatchewan, where the standard is
3-5 per cent.
Greatly increased powers are taken by the Ministry of
Health under the Milk and Dairies Act, 1914, and under the
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, for the regulation
of the milk supply. Under these Acts, the Ministry is author-
ized to issue Milk and Dairies Orders for providing standards
for milk. Further, under section 5, sub-sections 3 and 4, the
medical officer of health of one authority may direct the
medical officer of health of another authority to take and for-
ward to him, samples of milk forwarded from a dairy outside
his authority, and, for the purposes of the Sale of Food and
Drugs Acts, such samples are deemed to have been taken
within the area of the first-named medical officer of health.
And the third schedule to the Act makes regulations for deal-
ing with the "warranty" defence. Under this schedule
"Within sixty hours after the sample of milk was procured
from the purveyor, he may serve on the Local Authority a